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Welcome to AP European History! This course will incorporate a broad expanse of rich European 
historical themes from the late Middle Ages and Italian Renaissance to conclude with European 

events today. Themes will include art, architecture, science, music, economics, social history 

including families and children, religion, military, philosophy, politics and, of course, monarchs.  
 
To learn about such a fascinating and comprehensive region and its cultures, a little background 

preparation on your part will be useful both to begin the course and as we move toward the 20
th
 

century. 

 
The summer assignment will prepare you for this course. The books are: 
 
Strickland, Carol.  The Annotated Mona Lisa:  A Crash Course in Art History from 

Prehistoric to Post-Modern. 2
nd

 ed. 2007. ISBN-10: 0740768727  ISBN-13: 978-0740768729.  

The Annotated Mona Lisa is available through www.amazon.com.  It can be purchased new for 

USD 15.63 or used beginning at USD 9.00 plus shipping.  Please be sure you order the 2
nd

 or 

1997 edition. 
 

Davis, Natalie Zemon. The Return of Martin Guerre.  1984. Harvard UP.  ISBN-10: 
0674766911; ISBN-13: 978-0674766914  It can be purchased new for US $17.00 or used 

beginning at US $1.25 through www.amazon.com.  

 

Viault, Birdsall. Modern European History. ISBN-10: 0070674531 ISBN-13: 978-0070674530  
You do not need a review book to be successful in this course.  However, many AP Euro students 

and teachers like this one.  It has been available new at Amazon.com for as low as US $11.53. 

These books are usually available at bookstores, amazon.co.jp, and used sites like www.abe.com.  

If you have difficulty in acquiring one of these books, please let me know. 

 
Assignment 1:   

 
THE ANNOTATED MONA LISA 
The Annotated Mona Lisa will give you a head start on the art history that will be included in the 

study of European History.  The following is information that Mona Lisa will help you to 

understand. Please take notes while you read and bring them to class. Mona Lisa will be helpful 
in developing your understanding of both the broad outline of Western art history and the 

significant developments of individual periods.  As you read, keep in mind the following 

questions: 
 

1. You should record in your notes the  major art periods and the answers to the questions 

listed below. That means you should create a list (or a table or a timeline chart – 
depending on what suits you best) in which you answer the questions for each major art 

period. 

 
2. How might economics, technology (materials, machinery, for example), philosophy, 

religion, politics, and changing social values have influenced what was created (the art) 

and for whom (the buyer)?  Why, for example, did Renaissance artists paint large 
religious scenes while Dutch artists are known for small paintings featuring ships, homes, 

and farm animals? 

 

http://www.amazon.com/


3. How did each period of art history continue previous traditions and also add new 

features?  For example, what did the Italian Renaissance borrow from the Gothic? What 
was also new about Italian Renaissance art?  

 
4. As you read, highlight artists that you find interesting. You will have opportunities to 

learn more about their work during the course. 

 
The major art period you will want in your notes or charts include:  
 

● Gothic  

● Renaissance (Italian) 

● Renaissance (Northern) 
● Baroque  

● Rococo 

● Neoclassicism 

● Romanticism 

● Realism 

● Impressionism 

● Post-Impressionism 

● Modernist Architecture 

● Cubism 

● Dada 
● Surrealism 

● Expressionism 

● Abstract expressionism  

● Pop Art 

 
Look for the “big picture” of the art story. For example, do not worry about telling apart 
Michelangelo and Raphael, or the different baroque styles, at this time. Focus more on European 

and American art and we will develop the details during the course. 

 
Assignment 2a:   

 
The Return of Martin Guerre 
Davis wrote some of the best history available on French peasants during the 16c by using 

original source material to bring a surprising court case to life. This is an excellent example of 

what historians can do to recreate a time and place for modern readers. As you read, prepare notes 
for the class discussion when you return. 

 
Davis described several individuals. Select one of the people that she discussed and take notes 

while you read.  

 
Examine Davis’ work by analyzing how  

 
1. Davis described the sources in the introduction.    
2. What were the possible weaknesses of the sources?   

3. Do you think Davis ever “read too much” into her sources?   

 

 
● Sanxi Guerre (father of Martin) 
● Betrisantz or Pierre Guerre (Martin’s uncle) 

● Bertrande’s mother 

● Martin Guerre 



● Bertrande de Rols 

● Arnaud de Tilh or Pansette 
● Sanxi Guerre (son of Martin and Bertrande) 

● Jean de Coras 

● Guillaume Le Seur 

 
Assignment 2b:   

 
1. Why did Davis include the last three chapters on the career of Jean de Coras (10), Arrest 

Memorable (11), and “Of the Lame”? 

 
2. Why did Davis end her book with a question?  

 
Please bring your notes based on Davis and the notes based on Strickland to the first class 

of the first full week of school, which is usually a Monday. To earn credit for the summer 

assignment, we will discuss the findings as a class. Failure to satisfactorily complete the 

summer assignment could indicate your lack of motivation to begin, and succeed in, the 

course. 
 

 
Welcome again to AP European History! 

 

 
Mr. Baker 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
My gratitude to Ms. Slepičková for her guide to The Annotated Mona Lisa summer assignment 
and Mr. McKetchie for sharing his The Return of Martin Guerre assignment. 

 

 

   
 


