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Type to enter textEach year, the ESL students at Sacred Heart publish a collection of their 

writing. This year, students from Grades 1-6 have very proudly worked 
with their teachers to brainstorm, write, edit and publish their work for 
you to read.

This magazine could not have been produced without the dedication and 
expertise of our ESL teachers. Special thanks must go to Mr. Mulholland 
and Ms. Mehta for all the time and effort they have put into encouraging 
their students to produce the best possible work that they could. Special 
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On behalf of all of our ESL students and their teachers, I hope you enjoy 
reading our work.
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Head of the ESL Department
International School of the Sacred Heart
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About me: My name is Amy. I come from China. I am eight and a half 
years old. This year I'm in 3 Purple. I like to eat pizza and sushi. I like to 
go on vacation with my family. I especially like Okinawa and Hokkaido. 
I went skiing in Hokkaido and in Okinawa I went diving with my mum 
and dad.

If....
By	  Amy,	  Grade	  3

If	  I	  had	  a	  magical	  hand....
	  	  	  	  	   	   I	  would	  help	  people	  that	  are	  homeless	  
	   	   and	  make	  the	  Earth	  a	  beautiful	  place.	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	     I	  would	  stop	  people	  hurting	  other	  people.

If	  I	  could	  make	  people	  think	  about	  others,	  
	   	   not	  just	  themselves..
   I	  would	  be	  happy	  to	  see	  that.

If	  rich	  people	  can	  think	  about	  people	  that	  have
	   	   no	  food	  to	  eat	  and	  no	  home	  to	  live	  in,	  
	   	   and	  help	  them	  
   ...	  the	  poor	  people	  would	  be	  happy

If	  all	  I	  could	  do	  is	  make	  the	  Earth	  a	  peaceful	  
	   	   and	  safe	  place	  
	     .....I	  would	  love	  to	  live	  here.	  

If	  everyone	  went	  to	  school...
	  	  	   	   	   ..	  they	  would	  	  have	  a	  chance	  to	  learn.

If	  I	  could	  make	  all	  the	  people	  in	  the	  world	  happy	  
	   	   and	  think	  about	  others	  
   	  	  	  .....I	  know	  the	  Earth	  is	  going	  to	  be	  
	   	   	   	   a	  good	  place!
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The Differences Between Japan and Ireland
By Mary, Grade 5

こんにちは！ Dia duit!
I think a lot of students and other people in the school know about Japan. But do 
you know anything about Ireland? I am going to tell you about these two countries 
by comparing them. There are so many differences between Japan and Ireland, but 
I am going to focus on sports and activities, houses and food and a celebration for 
each country. 

First I am going to write about sports and ac-
tivities, which are famous and popular in these 
countries. In Japan, football (or you might call 
it soccer), baseball and sumo are very famous 
and popular sports. There are a lot of local foot-
ball teams and baseball teams. When I was in 
my old school most boys were a part of either 
the local football team or the baseball team. 

Sumo is a very traditional Japa-
nese sport. It started between the 
third and seventh centuries. If you 
fall on your knees or get pushed 
out of the circular ring you lose the 
game. It is really difficult to get the 
tickets to see a sumo tournament, 
so I think it is very popular. 

In Ireland, Gaelic football and rugby are 
very famous and popular with men. 
These two sports are almost always on TV 
and my cousins often go to watch rugby 
games at the stadium nearby. The Irish 
rugby team is very strong and currently is 
at the top of the European league. Also, 
Irish dancing is famous. Irish dancing is 
like tap dancing but you have to be stand-
ing up straight and you are not allowed to 
move your arms and hands. When I watched professionals dance, they do very 
complicated steps and their feet look like they are going to get tangled! The cos-
tume girls wear for the show includes a curly hair wig with a headband, a dress 
and a pair of Irish dancing shoes (similar to tap shoes). The dress has a lot of cool 
embroidery and other decorations on it. Also the cloth is quite thick, so when I 
held the dress, it was very heavy. However I have always wanted to learn Irish 
dancing and want to wear the dress.

The second difference between Ireland and 
Japan is the houses and the food. In Japan, 
there are a lot of tall buildings in the city 
that can be more than twenty 
storeys high. Most people live in an apart-
ment with 1-3 balconies. Usually one of 
them is used to dry clothes and even if there 
is another one it is not that big so if you 
want to play outside you will have to go to a 

park. When we eat our food we use chopsticks 
and normal Japanese food includes rice, fish, miso soup and a type of pickle. This 
is very healthy and is famous in other countries too! Of course we eat Western 
food, Chinese food, Korean food, and we use other cutlery. 

In Ireland most people live in houses, which have a back garden. If there is a child 
in the family then some back gardens might have trampolines, swings, slides, tree 
houses, and other toys. Once when I was invited to a party at my relative’s house, 
they had a bouncy castle in their back garden. That day I was surprised but ex-
cited and had a lot of fun in their house. You could have a lot of fun just being in 
your back garden. When we eat we use knives, forks and spoons. In the meal there 
is always meat, either chicken, ham or turkey, potatoes, boiled vegetables such as 
carrots and broccoli and maybe a bowl of soup. When we eat turkey we usually 

Gaelic football

Japanese baseball

A traditional Japanese meal

Sumo wrestling
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put gravy on it, but sometimes we put 
a little bit of cranberry sauce on it. It 
makes me want to eat more turkey 
and this is my favourite way to eat it. 
We eat potatoes by making them into 
chips, mashed potatoes or colcannon. 
Colcannon is an Irish dish which in-
cludes mashed potato, with cut and 
boiled cabbage, onions and maybe 
some small pieces of parsley. It is 
quite nice and I like it.

The last difference I am going to write about it is the one big event we celebrate a 
lot which is very traditional. In Japan we celebrate for a few days at New Year, so 
we have a fantastic year ahead. Everyone sends New Year cards to their relatives, 
friends and people who they work with. In these cards we often write, for exam-
ple, ‘I hope you have a nice year’ and ‘have a good year!’ It is a rule to send the 
card between the first of January and the seventh of January. I always become 
very busy, because we have to reply to people who have sent us a New Year’s card 
and I have to write a lot of letters. This year is the ‘Year of the Sheep’. As I was 
born in the year of the sheep, this year I am one of the lucky girls. There are 12 
animals for each year and the animals change every year. These animals are 
called Juunishi. Surprisingly, my Daddy, granny, Great granny and I were born in 
the year of sheep as well! We also eat Osechi, which is the traditional Japanese 
New Year’s food. All the food in Osechi has a meaning. For example, people say 
that if you eat shrimp you will have a long life because shrimp has a curled up 
body which looks like an old person’s back.

In Ireland we celebrate St. 
Patrick’s Day. This is on the 
17th of March and it is a na-
tional holiday in Ireland. 
St. Patrick brought Christi-
anity to Ireland. He is also 
known as the person who 
killed all the snakes in Ire-
land. I think he thought 
snakes are dangerous and 
will scare people, so he 
killed all of the  snakes.

This is why you can only see snakes in zoos if you are in Ireland. On St. Patrick’s 
Day, there is always a really big parade for a few kilometres lasting over 3 hours. On 
this day, you should wear green or have something green on yourself. The biggest 
breed of dogs in the world, Irish wolfhounds, walk in the parade as well. I have 
heard that some people thought that they were donkeys because they are very big. 
Both Japanese New Year’s celebrations and Irish St. Patrick’s Day are exciting be-
cause there are a lot of things happening and I love all the fun things that take place 
during these times.

I love both Ireland and Japan and I hope you have learned something new about 
these two countries.

About me: My name is Mary. My Mammy is from Japan and my Daddy is from Ireland. I came to ISSH in 
2014. I like dancing, sports, making loom bands, crafts and sometimes making robots. I take ballet lessons 
and when I go to Ireland I go to robot camp to make a few types of robots. I like skiing and from last year I 
am trying moguls too. 

http://web-japan.org/kidsweb/virtual/sumo/sumo03.html
http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/colcannon-recipe.html
http://foodnetwork.sndimg.com/content/dam/images/food/fullset/2003/11/18/0/tu1a13_colcannon.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ea/Aidan_O'Mahony_%26_Eoin_Bradley.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/41/Ireland_island_flag.png
http://sproutmoney.com/files/2014/10/Japanese-Flag.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/57/Oseti.jpg
http://www.sociometricsolutions.com/images/content/News/february_18_2014.jpg
http://www.toptenz.net/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/japan-baseball.jpg

Colcannon

Osechi

St. Patrick’s Day Parade

http://web-japan.org/kidsweb/virtual/sumo/sumo03.html
http://web-japan.org/kidsweb/virtual/sumo/sumo03.html
http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/colcannon-recipe.html
http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/colcannon-recipe.html
http://foodnetwork.sndimg.com/content/dam/images/food/fullset/2003/11/18/0/tu1a13_colcannon.jpg
http://foodnetwork.sndimg.com/content/dam/images/food/fullset/2003/11/18/0/tu1a13_colcannon.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ea/Aidan_O'Mahony_%26_Eoin_Bradley.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ea/Aidan_O'Mahony_%26_Eoin_Bradley.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/41/Ireland_island_flag.png
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/41/Ireland_island_flag.png
http://sproutmoney.com/files/2014/10/Japanese-Flag.jpg
http://sproutmoney.com/files/2014/10/Japanese-Flag.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/57/Oseti.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/57/Oseti.jpg
http://www.sociometricsolutions.com/images/content/News/february_18_2014.jpg
http://www.sociometricsolutions.com/images/content/News/february_18_2014.jpg
http://www.toptenz.net/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/japan-baseball.jpg
http://www.toptenz.net/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/japan-baseball.jpg
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Disney World 
By Lisa, Grade 6 

The airplane ride was so ex-
tremely long that at one 
point thought I would faint. 
I barely ate because I don’t 
like airplane food, I couldn’t 
sleep because there was a 
very loud little girl sitting 
next to me, and the airplane 
was bouncing up and down 
so much that it made me 
very dizzy. But finally, after 
18 hours of being stuck on a 
plane, I arrived at Disney 
World, a place that I had 
always wanted to explore. It 
was all worth it!

As soon as I got off the 
plane and left the airport, 
my mood completely 
changed. I saw palm trees 
and blue sky. I saw people 
wearing flip-flops with 
shorts and t-shirts. I smelled popcorn and it made me want to eat! This made me 
think about the summer and going somewhere very warm. Even the hotel we were 
staying in was amazing. There was a big chandelier and a grand piano right in the 
lobby and there were different Disney characters like Cinderella and Peter Pan 
painted on the floor. 

After a quick unpack, a few minutes later I was standing at the gates to the Magic 
Kingdom. I saw many things. I saw people walking along with french fries and ice 
creams, shops that were filled with Mickey souvenirs, and the world-famous Cinder-
ella castle. The castle was in front of me, tall and tremendous. I heard people talk-
ing about what they should ride. That was a very good question. What was I going 
to ride? What was I going to do?

My favorite place in Disney World is 
Typhoon Lagoon. This swimming 
park is called Typhoon Lagoon be-
cause it is designed to look as if it was 
wrecked when a big storm came. 
There is a large ship that has been 
wrecked on some rocks and there are 
broken pieces of luggage and boxes 
overflowing with water. It looked very 
real! 

Typhoon Lagoon has five different 
swimming pools and is only found in 
Florida because of the hot weather, 
and so it never gets cold in the water. 
There is a wave pool and the waves 
come once every 10 minutes. The 
waves are very big so that even strong 
adults will be pushed by the waves 
and float. It is super fun! 

There are also some waterslides and they are my favorite because you can go on 
them with your family. Normally, you can only go on the waterslide by yourself, but 
it is more exciting to go with your family. There were a lot of people swimming and 
I saw that they were very happy and everyone was smiling.  When I was in Typhoon 
Lagoon, I felt like I was in a different world.

Going to Disney World was so amazing! I was always excited about tomorrow, think-
ing about going to the other parks and what I was going to do there. I am a person 
who doesn’t like to wake up early but at Disney World I always woke up before any-
one else. I would get out of bed and look out of the hotel window, wondering what 
was going to happen today. This memory will never go away. I hope that I can go to 
Disney World again some day soon!

About me: Hi! I am Lisa and I am in 6th grade right now. I came to this school in 
3rd grade. I have a sister who is in 3rd grade and she is 9 years old right now. I 
was born in Japan and have lived here for 12 years! I like to play tennis when I 
have free time. My favorite foods are french fries and noodles.

Typhoon Lagoon

My sister and me with a friend!
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The Year
By Sara, Grade 2

There are 12 months in a year. Each month has a special 
event. 

In January, it's cold and the snow starts to melt. In February, 
there's lots of love and people celebrate Valentine's Day. In 
March, the legend says that if you find a leprechaun he has to 
lead you to his pot of gold and give it to you. April, is slightly 
warm and it's when Jesus lived again. In May, "Hey!" it's 
Spring when flowers bloom and sakura comes out of trees. In 
June, it's summer and there's no school and some people go 
to the beach. In July, it's hot and very sunny. In August, it gets 
a little bit hotter and our vacation is almost over. In Septem-
ber, school starts again and we go to a new class. In October, 
it's Halloween and we dress up in spooky clothes! November, 
leaves fall from trees and my nut tree will grow. December, 
snow falls and Santa Claus comes to leave presents.

Every month has a special event... what's yours?

About me: My name is Sara. I come from Italy and Argen-
tina. I have a little sister called Elena and she is in K4 Gi-
raffes. My dad works at the Italian Embassy in Tokyo. In my 
free time I like to watch TV and I also like to play basketball 
if the weather is nice.
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How to Make Friends
By Seoyeon, Grade 6

During one of my lessons at school, my teacher was talking about how she had had 
a bad day. When she woke up her family in the morning, they were all angry about 
it. She packed lunch for her family, but she forgot to pack one for herself. Then she 
forgot her coffee. Finally, her car didn’t work, so she had to call the repair shop. 
She asked us if we had ever had a bad day. I said that I’d had a bad year.

In my life, I have had some troubles with friends. When I was in 3rd grade, I was 
bullied by my friend. She bullied me because she thought I was answering too 
many questions in class. She thought that I was being too clever in front of other 
people. Later, she said sorry to me.  In 5th - 6th grade, I was bullied by another 
friend. I’m not sure why, but I think she wanted to make friends with me, but I re-
fused. I was a good student in Korea, but I didn’t have any friends. After these expe-
riences, I felt annoyed and uncomfortable. I thought, if I had some friends, maybe 
I would feel comfortable because I would be with people who have the same think-
ing as me.

Friends are important because if you have friends, you can share your feelings with 
them. For example, if you get into trouble with your parents or your friend, you 

can communicate with your friend and your mind will be comforted by this. Some 
people don’t want friends. I think this is bad because if you share your feelings 
with your friends, your feelings will be more comfortable. If you do not, you may 
feel regret and pain. 

Some people are shy. They want to be friends with people that they like, but they 
are scared about it. To make friends, you have to brave first. For example, if you 
are afraid to talk to your friends, you can practice with the mirror, or you can think 
that the friends are really your cousin, your brother, or your sister. (Actually, it 
didn’t work for me…but maybe it will work for some other people.)  Some people 
are brave, but they don’t get any friends because they might have some bad charac-
teristics. For example, some people waste things and some people can’t concen-
trate well. However, if you fit to your friends, you can make friends more easily.

Once you have made friends, you don’t want to lose them. You should be polite to 
your friend. If you aren’t polite to your friend, maybe she/he will be angry with 
you. Try to not be annoying to your friend. If someone annoys you every day, you 
will be angry about it. Make a balance between study and friends. If you study too 
much, you can’t make friends easily. If you have too many friends, you can’t study 
well. For example, if you study all day, you can’t go outside. You can’t play with 
your friends.  

To me, friendship feels looks like a turtle. The reason is because when you first 
meet people, sometimes you lose your self - confidence and you don’t want to come 
out of your shell. It can be a slow process to make a friend, but, if you do make 
friends, you will feel delight and pop right out of your shell.

http://wallpapers111.com/friendship-wallpaper

http://crunchmodo.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/Friendship-Quotes-02-524x350_large.jpg

About me: My name is 
Seoyeon. I'm from Korea. 
I came to ISSH in 2014. I 
am in Grade 6. I like 
chocolate and milk tea, 
but I don't like Japanese 
food. I have one little 
brother. 

http://wallpapers111.com/friendship-wallpaper/
http://wallpapers111.com/friendship-wallpaper/
http://crunchmodo.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/Friendship-Quotes-02-524x350_large.jpg
http://crunchmodo.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/Friendship-Quotes-02-524x350_large.jpg
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My Promise as a Student
By Josefa, Grade 5

Listen to my promise, because maybe you 
might promise to do the same thing yourself.

Eat a yummy breakfast, and get enough rest,
A healthy body helps me do my best. 

At school I go on a quest,
To focus on every test.

My writing will be neat,
And I certainly won’t cheat.

I’ll treat my friends and teachers with respect and care,
Encourage others, and be willing to share. 

 I won’t exclude,
And I won’t be rude.

I will make good choices every day,
Take responsibility for all I do and say.

I’ll happily go home with my head held high, 
Knowing I’ve done a great job and given it my best try.

Why did I write a poem?

I wanted to write a poem, because I knew it was going to be different 
from my classmates. I like being different from others because I think 
it is better to be unique rather than be the same as everybody else. I 
like writing poems, especially when they rhyme, because it makes the 
writing fun to read. Also I think writing a poem is good because you 
can leave a message behind. 

http://scrappintimes.typepad.com/.a/6a00e54ef1e3f18834010534c0cd3d970b-pi

About me: My name is Josefa and I came from Chile, in the middle of 
Grade 3. Something interesting about me is that I think I’m funny, 
and I make my friends happy. 

 

http://scrappintimes.typepad.com/.a/6a00e54ef1e3f18834010534c0cd3d970b-pi

http://scrappintimes.typepad.com/.a/6a00e54ef1e3f18834010534c0cd3d970b-pi
http://scrappintimes.typepad.com/.a/6a00e54ef1e3f18834010534c0cd3d970b-pi
http://scrappintimes.typepad.com/.a/6a00e54ef1e3f18834010534c0cd3d970b-pi
http://scrappintimes.typepad.com/.a/6a00e54ef1e3f18834010534c0cd3d970b-pi
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My Baby 
Girl

By Parmida, 
Grade 6

I am looking at my 
baby. My baby’s name 
is Parmida. I see her 
sweet and smiling face. 
I love that face. My 
baby’s eyes are so 
pretty. They are big and 
brown. Her eyelashes 
are very pretty like eye-

lash extensions. They are so beautiful sometimes I think they are fake. My baby’s 
nose is small. Her mouth is small too, and when she laughs I can see that she only 
has two teeth. Parmida’s ears are almost big but I love them too. Her fingers are 
small and round. Her toes are very small like her fingers. I always kiss her toes. 

This is the first time I 
am holding my baby. 
Parmida is in my 
hands and she is very 
small. She is like a soft 
ball of warmth. She’s 
so quiet and not cry-
ing. I never worry that 
she doesn’t cry be-
cause I know she 
doesn't have a prob-
lem. I don’t know why 
but my baby Parmida 
has a special smell. 
She smells like milk. 

Sometimes when I hold my baby I am scared because her head is fragile which 
means it can break easily. So I have to be very careful. I always kiss and hug her be-
cause all mothers should be like me. A mother should always hug her baby. 

My sweet baby is now 12 years old. She looks like me.  Her face is like my face. 
When I was her age, my face was like her’s. Now she is always with her phone, play-
ing games. She also plays games with her computer too. She is good at helping me to 
clean the house and she is sometimes good at her math. Parmida thinks that I’m not 
her mother. She thinks I’m her friend and I want her to be my friend but sometimes 
she talks to me like she talks to her friends at school and that seems a bit rude to 
me. She likes to play games with me but sometimes I’m too busy to play games with 
her. I think I’m always busy. 

Sometimes when I tell her do her homework or take a shower she says okay but she 
does it later and I don’t like that. Then she makes me angry and unfortunately I 
should yell at her. I know that Parmida is very angry at me because I yell at her but 
she should try to be nice to me and when I tell her do something I like to hear that 
she says OK. I think she can make me happy if she studies English vocabulary be-
cause if she does that it will make her English very good. This is a really good sugges-
tion to make me happy and particu-
larly it is very good for Parmida. 

Now that my baby is 12 years old I 
look at her and I cannot believe that 
she is the same baby from before. 
She has grown so much. I still want 
to hold her and pick her up. I still 
want to watch her sleep. I love my 
Parmida very much.

http://allwallpapersnew.com/wp-content/gallery/picture-of-baby-feet/babyfeet.jpg

http://cdn2.mynvwm.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/cbbf8836f303cb5f856dadf7f25693ec.jpg

About me: My name is Parmida 
and I came from Iran. I have a 
dog and his name is Tootan. I love 
him because he is so cute. My fa-
vorite food is pizza, pasta, fish and 
sushi and I love to play basketball 
and volleyball. 

http://allwallpapersnew.com/wp-content/gallery/picture-of-baby-feet/babyfeet.jpg
http://allwallpapersnew.com/wp-content/gallery/picture-of-baby-feet/babyfeet.jpg
http://cdn2.mynvwm.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/cbbf8836f303cb5f856dadf7f25693ec.jpg
http://cdn2.mynvwm.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/cbbf8836f303cb5f856dadf7f25693ec.jpg
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My Hometown
By Vianey, Grade 3

My home is in Mexico in a little town called Calimaya, south of 
Toluca which is close to Mexico City. Calimaya has a popula-
tion of 50,000 people. The weather in Calimaya is sometimes 
cold and sometimes hot. I like to live there because I have 
many friends there. It is also special because my teacher and 
my friends live near my house.

My house is big and it is in front of the park.  It is part of a 
group of houses. It has two floors. I have my own room, which 
has purple walls and a white ceiling. 

My school is in Metepec. My father brings me to school by car 
in the mornings. It takes about thirty minutes. The name of my 
school is "Quetzalli" and the people there like to play  soccer, 
play in parks and ride bicycles. My school is special because I 
have Spanish and English class every day. At school, I like to 
play, go to sports class, computer class, music class, go to the 
science "Science House" and art class.

About me: My name is Vianey. I come from Mexico. I came to 
Tokyo in March of this year. I like to play basketball, ride my 
bike, watch TV and dance. My favorite foods are pizza and 
chocolate. I prefer dark chocolate but sometimes white, too.
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Life of Piano
By Nalin, Grade 6

Piano has changed my life. I love all music but playing the piano changes the way 
I feel. When music is sad, I will be sad. When music is happy, I will be happy too. 
And when the music is fast or slow, my feelings will always change. When I play it 
makes me feel excited or relaxed. It makes me feel comfortable whenever any-
thing bad happens. Music is like my personal medicine. It is good for my soul.

I have been playing the piano for eight years. To understand about my piano life, 
you need to go back to when it all started. I began taking lessons when I was four 
years old. The idea came from my mom, after she saw an article in a magazine 
that described all the advantages of taking piano lessons. I think my mom 
thought girls have to learn piano because that’s what most people do. 

The first lesson I ever had was near my house in Tokyo. It was five minutes walk 
and held in my teacher’s house. The teacher was called Ms.Fuji and she was a 
very good pianist herself. I was little so I don’t really remember very much about 
the lessons, but I remember that she was really kind to me, and gave me a lot of 
advice to fix my mistakes. Sometimes she was really mad at me because I didn’t 

practice a lot and I was probably too young to pay attention to everything, but I 
think she was a good teacher and she is still my favorite teacher now. I learned from 
her that if you don’t have the same feeling as the music does, we shouldn’t go on 
stage because the music is incomplete.  

Some types of music I play are Sonatas (Mozart, Haydn, Beethoven), Chopin, 
Tchaikovsky, Debussy and Bach.  You need to work very hard to complete one whole 
piece of music as it can take almost four months. I like to play hard music even 
though I will make many mistakes, because you can learn new things from mis-
takes. 

So far, I have played in 10 piano concerts and in three different competitions. Last 
year, I played music from Haydn in a competition and I won a prize. The prize was a 
folder that you can put your music in and a little trophy. That was the first time I got 
a good score. My parents were so happy and they celebrated with me by buying a 
special cake.  My teacher was also happy about it but I couldn’t quite believe it be-
cause actually I didn’t practice a lot. But from that, I became more focused because I 
want to win a prize again. That made a difference. 

My mom says I am really good at playing piano and I remember music faster than 
other people. Many people have to look at the music piece even when they are play-
ing at concerts or competitions, but not me. I just play what I remember. My 
teacher says that I could be even better if I practice a lot but I am too lazy to do that. 
I like the piano as an instrument (object) but not practicing. Most people agree with 
me.

In the future, I want to use my experience with music in a medical department. I 
think music can help people to relax, so we can use this idea to help people feel 
more comfortable when they are sick and help them not to feel nervous about any-
thing. I wish I could play better now and help people in this way. Lastly, I want to 
thank my teachers, parents, friends, and all the other people who have supported 
me in many ways. I hope many other people will learn piano too. 

About me: Hello! My name is Nalin and I’m in G6. I came to this school in 2013. In 
my article, you can see that I like to play the piano. I have a sister in G1. She is 
learning the piano too. I hope you will like the piano too after reading my article.  
 

http://beckerspianotuning.webs.com/Piano%20keys%20with%20hand.jpg

http://beckerspianotuning.webs.com/Piano%20keys%20with%20hand.jpg
http://beckerspianotuning.webs.com/Piano%20keys%20with%20hand.jpg
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Veve
By Carolina, Grade 1

I love my cat. She is a kitten
I got my cat from a pet shop.

My cat's name is Veve.
It is a girl cat.

She is brown all over.
Veve likes to play with a ball 
and a toy dog called Zoomer.

She likes to eat and drink, like me.
She likes to eat rice. She doesn't like meat or hot food. 

She likes to drink milk and water.

About me: My name is Carolina and I come from Brazil. I have just 
come to Japan. In my family there are my mother, my father and my 
brother. I have another brother who lives in Brazil. My grandparents 
came to Tokyo to see us. I was happy to see them.

Once Upon a Time
By Elena, Grade 1

Once upon a time Lina and Sam went to a shop. They were so 
happy because it was Lina’s birthday and she liked to go shop-
ping. She bought some food because they were hungry. Then 
they went home.

After Lena ate her snack she brushed her teeth and then ran 
to Sam and told him to brush his teeth, too.

The next morning Sam's teeth were all black. Mom and Dad 
were so surprised. They went to the nurse and the nurse said 
to not eat dessert. After that Sam's teeth were all white, so 
Sam was happy.

About me: My name is Elena. I can speak Italian and English. I am in 
Grade 1 and I have a sister in Grade 4.

http://cliparts.co/cliparts/8cE/b69/8cEb6976i.jpg

http://cliparts.co/cliparts/8cE/b69/8cEb6976i.jp
http://cliparts.co/cliparts/8cE/b69/8cEb6976i.jp
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Jeju Guidebook
By Jimin, Grade 6 

I’ve been to a lot of places in Korea 
and Japan, but I like Jeju the best. 
It is a great place to visit because it 
has fresh air, lots of things to do, 
delicious food, and many places to 
see. There are lots of places to 
visit, like the car museum and the 
chocolate museum, but I think the 
glass castle and the teddy bear mu-
seum are the best places to go to. 
Jeju also has great nature. Halla-
san is a shield volcano on Jeju which is the highest mountain in South Korea. It is 
so beautiful! If you ever go to Korea, Jeju is definitely a place to visit. 

The Teddy Bear museum 

Jeju Teddy Bear museum is the 
biggest teddy bear museum in 
South Korea. Inside the mu-
seum there are 3000 teddy 
bears from Germany, wearing 
traditional clothes from many 
countries around the world. We 
can also see teddy bears dressed 
up as characters from famous 
art pieces. This picture shows 
teddy bears in Georges Seurat’s 
‘A Sunday Afternoon on the Is-
land of La Grande Jatte.’ 

The Glass Castle

If you go inside the door of the Glass Castle there is a garden. Inside the garden 
everything is made of glass! It sparkles in the sun so it looks like a diamond or

ruby. If you go inside the castle you can buy earrings made of glass or rings and
many other accessories. If you don’t want to buy that you can try making a weird bot-
tle! It is a lot of fun!

Hanlabong 

Hanlabong is a fruit. It looks like an orange but it is sweet and sour. Hanlabong is a 
traditional Jeju food so it is very famous. Sometimes we don’t have to buy them. We 
can go to the farm and we can get it by ourselves.

Cutlassfish

Cutlassfish is a very famous fish in Jeju. It is long, and it is also delicious. This fish is 
the best fish I’ve tried. It is very soft. Kids like it. Everyone should try it. 

So after reading my guidebook, I hope you want to go to Jeju Island soon!

About me: Hello, I am Jimin. I was born in South Korea. My dad and my mom 
were also born in South Korea. I was a student at ISSH when I was in 3rd grade 
but I left and came back again. I have been at school for 3 months now. I like ESL 
and I like this school. 

http://www.thejakartapost.com/files/images2/up%20p21-b_146.img_assist_custom-400x267.jpg

http://teddybearmuseum.com/about

http://image2.lotteimall.com/goods/53/31/17/1069173153_L.jpg

http://tong.visitkorea.or.kr/cms/resource/49/1844649_image2_1.jpg?&name=image2&index=1

http://www.thejakartapost.com/files/images2/up%20p21-b_146.img_assist_custom-400x267.jpg
http://www.thejakartapost.com/files/images2/up%20p21-b_146.img_assist_custom-400x267.jpg
http://teddybearmuseum.com/about
http://teddybearmuseum.com/about
http://image2.lotteimall.com/goods/53/31/17/1069173153_L.jpg
http://image2.lotteimall.com/goods/53/31/17/1069173153_L.jpg
http://tong.visitkorea.or.kr/cms/resource/49/1844649_image2_1.jpg?&name=image2&index=1
http://tong.visitkorea.or.kr/cms/resource/49/1844649_image2_1.jpg?&name=image2&index=1
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Butterflies
By Jouri, Grade 2

I like butterflies because they are pretty. I'm interested in them be-
cause they live for only a few days. Butterflies are soft and delicate. 
They come in many beautiful colors. My favorite is purple. I'm inter-
ested in the butterfly life cycle because it takes a caterpillar to become 
a butterfly.

The butterfly life cycle 
starts with the egg. We 
can find eggs under a 
leaf. After a few days 
the egg breaks and out 
comes a caterpillar. 
The caterpillar eats a 
lot so it becomes fat. 
When it is ready it be-
comes a chrysalis. In-
side the chrysalis it 
sleeps and changes. 

When it hatches from the chrysalis it's a butterfly. 

For food the butterfly drinks flower nectar. When it's ready, the adult 
butterfly lays eggs under a leaf.

The butterfly is an amazing animal because the life cycle is interesting.

About me: My name is Jouri and I come from Saudi Arabia.  I am 
seven years old.  I have been in Tokyo for 8 months.  I like to see Mt. 
Fuji in the evening. I like to go swimming with my friends and fam-
ily. My favorite foods are pizza and pasta.

http://animalsw.com/wallpaper/Purple-Butterfly-on-Hand

All About Me....
By Maki, Grade 2

Hello, my name is Maki. I am eight years old and I was born in 
Tokyo, Japan. My birthday is in March. I can speak English, 
Japanese and French. I started ISSH in February.

I really like vegetables and my favorite vegetable is broccoli. I 
also like to eat fruit like red apples.

At school I really like to do math, reading, sports, art and mu-
sic. I can play the piano and like to play Mozart.

On the weekend I like to see my Dad and we go to the park to 
play. On Sundays I often go to the French mass at ISSH with 
my aunty. For lunch on Sundays we go to a restaurant and have 
a nice meal. 

http://hiit-blog.dailyhiit.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/calcium-broccoli.jpg
http://kingblossomguitars.com/kingblossom/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Red-apples.jpg

http://animalsw.com/wallpaper/Purple-Butterfly-on-Hand
http://animalsw.com/wallpaper/Purple-Butterfly-on-Hand
http://hiit-blog.dailyhiit.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/calcium-broccoli.jpg
http://hiit-blog.dailyhiit.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/calcium-broccoli.jpg
http://kingblossomguitars.com/kingblossom/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Red-apples.jpg
http://kingblossomguitars.com/kingblossom/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Red-apples.jpg
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All About Inca
By Mia, Grade 5

Hello! My name is Inca and I am 5 years old. I’m a young and handsome Bichon 
Frise. My charm point is my hair, because it is fluffy and light as a cloud. Also, I 
am quite rare, because normal Bichons have black eyes and black noses but I have 
green eyes and a brown nose. Before I moved in with my family, I was in a small 
cage at a pet shop in Osaka. Then, I moved to my new home, and I was quite ex-
cited because it was my first time living in a proper house.

I was scared of my new family at the beginning because I couldn’t get used to 
them until they started to give me toys and found me a blanket that I now love. 
First, I will describe how everyone in my family looks. Dad is the tallest person in 
this family, with a chubby face. He wears glasses, has black hair, and has black 
eyes. Secondly, mom has blonde hair, but her natural hair color is brown. She 
looks best in a ponytail because she looks sporty. She has green eyes, and doesn’t 
wear glasses so I think she has good eyes. Then, Nina (Mia’s big sister) looks like a 
sporty person like mommy, because I mostly see her in sports clothes when she 
comes home. She sometimes wears glasses, but when she goes out with her 
friends, Nina puts in something called contact lenses. Nina has dark brown hair, 
and brown eyes, not like me. Finally, Mia is the smallest human in this family. She 
has brown hair and brown eyes like Nina. She doesn’t wear glasses, and she has a 
LOT of freckles on her face. I do like Mia’s freckles. That is how I can tell Mia and 
Nina apart! When I look at my family, they seem like a group of giants because 
they are all very tall.

My favorite person is dad. I like him because I don’t get to see him as much as I 
see everyone else. When he comes home and I see him, I like to jump up and 
down because I get really excited. Of course, I love everyone else, but he is my fa-
vorite. My second favorite person is mommy because she takes care of me a lot. 
She walks me during the day, feeds me, brushes my hair and washes me. Mia and 
Nina go to school, so they can’t take care of me during the day (or that’s their ex-
cuse!). When Nina and Mia come back home, sometimes we play games. My favor-
ite game to play is hide-and-seek because I’m good at finding people. Mia thinks 
she is so clever by hiding behind the door… Does she think I’m stupid?! 

I have a list of things which I like doing. First, I only like a special type of food. It 
has to have both meat and vegetable because this particular type is very yummy. 

Secondly, every morning, I jump on somebody’s head. Usually it’s Mia so she can 
walk me as soon she gets up. Then, Mia feeds me as well. Nina is a sleepy head, so 
she only takes me on a walk at nighttime. Lastly, I like my family, their visitors, but I 
don’t like other dogs. When I see dogs, I jump backwards and avoid the annoying 
beasts. My family always says, “Typical Inca…”  I am not social with other dogs be-
cause they annoy me and harass me. They chase me around, smell my butt and bark 
at me. I am too cool for dogs. My favorite animals are cats because I can chase them. 
They think they can get away from me!

You might wonder, “Why did they name him Inca?” Yes, one day, I asked Mia that 
question too. Then Mia told me the story. Mommy, dad, Nina, and Mia, were talking 
about what they should name the dog when they got one. Mommy said, “What about 
a name that means a king?” The rest of the family agreed with her. Then, Nina 
looked up “king” in many different languages. One of the languages said “Inca” so 
they thought about it. They liked the meaning and the sound of the word so my fam-
ily named me Inca. I like my name because “Inca” was the king of the empire so I 
am the king of the house!!! I hope I can stay with my family forever!

About me: My name is Mia, and I am half Japanese and half Australian. I came to 
ISSH at the very beginning of 4th grade. I don’t know why, but sometimes, I sleep-
walk! 

http://animalia-life.com/data_images/bichon-frise/bichon-frise8.jpg

http://animalia-life.com/data_images/bichon-frise/bichon-frise8.jpg
http://animalia-life.com/data_images/bichon-frise/bichon-frise8.jpg
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Tennis
By Nikoline, Grade 2

In Denmark I played tennis for a year with my friends. My 
dad was second to the best in Denmark. In Tokyo I also play 
tennis. I play tennis on Tuesday. We start with the ready posi-
tion. I like to do forehand and backhand. It is fun because I 
am good at tennis. My dad has been a teacher and he taught 
small kids. I play with Claire, Sofia, Alma and her little 
brother. My teacher's name is Coach K. He is nice. In Tokyo I 
use the same racket as in Denmark.

About me: My name is Nikoline and I come from Denmark. There are four 
people in my family. My little brother is in K3 Owls. I like to play sport 
and my favorite game is tennis. I play tennis every Tuesday. On the week-
end I like to go swimming with my family.

The Queen
By Raneem, Grade 1

Once upon a time there was a Queen and her name was Elsa. 
She liked to play with her friends, but everyone thought she 
was a monster because she had magic powers that turned every-
one to ice. She was scared because she made everything to ice 
and she did not want to.

She lived in her ice 
castle by herself.

One day, a dragon 
came and helped her 
make the people alive. 
She found her friends 
and she played with 
them every day. The 
magic powers were 
gone and she was so 
happy. 

All the snow was gone 
and it was summer.

About me: I was born in 
America. I came to Japan 

two years ago.  On the weekends I like to go to my friend's house and play 
with her.  I want to have a sleep over sometime. I have a piano at my house 
and I like to play it.
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Constellations and Stars
By Emma, Grade 5

When you look up at the sky at nighttime, what do you see? Do you see people, or 
animals fighting? Today I am going to tell you about some highlights of spring stars 
and constellations. I am going to write about stars because I think stars are so 
breathtaking that everyone who lives in this world should see them. One more 
thing that I like about stars is sometimes, when I feel sad I feel happier when I look 
at stars! I started to like stars when I went to Nagano. I looked up in the sky and it 
was full of stars, but in Tokyo, we can’t see many stars because of the lights and pol-
lution.  

First I will explain who chose and named the constellations. When I researched 
this, I found two answers. The Ancient Egyptians knew a lot about stars and they 
left 38 names of constellations in hieroglyphics on a cave wall. They also knew 
about the North Star and how the other stars near the North Star were going 
around it. The Ancient Greeks also knew a lot about stars and wrote poems about 
how they chose and named the constellations. A Greek poet called Aratus wrote a 
poem called Phaenomena in 270 B.C. The story I liked from the Greeks is about the 
Great Bear and the Little Bear. Here it is:

Zeus, father of all the Greek gods, became interested in a mortal (human) maiden 
called Kallisto. He began to spend a lot of time with her. When Zeus’s wife Hera 
found out about this, she became very jealous and angry… 

Using her magic powers Hera turned pretty Kallisto into a great clumsy bear. Now 
poor Kallisto was doomed to wander forever in the forest in this unnatural form. 
Zeus was very unhappy with this, but he could not do anything about it without up-
setting his wife. 

A long time after these events, Kallisto’s son Arktos was out hunting in the forest 
when he spotted a bear and was about to shoot it. What he didn't realise was that 
this bear was actually his mother in enchanted (magic) form…

Zeus was greatly alarmed at this turn of events. He appeared instantly and turned 
Arktos into a bear as well to stop him from killing Kallisto. Now both mother and 
son were bears and could be happily reunited at last.

To protect both bears from Hera’s jealous anger, Zeus decided to throw them by 
their tails far up into the sky. Zeus was happy that he had saved Kallisto and Arktos, 
but his wife Hera was not pleased to see her enemies shining so beautifully in the 
night sky.                                 http://www.rmg.co.uk/stories-of-the-skies/great-bear-little-bear/story

I thought this is a nice story because at the end, the mother and the son could be 
happy together and I thought Hera was a mean goddess because she tried to kill Kal-
listo. 

What I really like about the stars is that they have a meaning and they are always 
changing. For example, in April you can see Leo and in April you can see Centaurus. 
My favorite constellation is Crater because it is the first constellation that I found.

About me: My name is Emma and I came to this school in January 2015. I am from England and Ja-
pan. Something I like is riding the unicycle, playing with my friends, and any food that is sweet, espe-
cially fruits. What I don’t like are mushrooms, singing and speaking in front of people. I love stars so 
I got a home planetarium for Christmas. I don’t have any brothers or sisters but I have a cute dog 
called Julia. Thank you! 

http://www.cambridgeblog.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/constellations-615x290.jpg
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The Moon Princess
By Jaein, Grade 2

Once upon a time there was a Moon Princess. She lived in a Moon Cas-
tle. She was kind and good. One day, a little shiny star fell down from 
space. The Moon Princess saw it, so she helped the star. 

"Your name will be Shill," said the Moon Princess.

Shill was very sick. The Moon Princess was so sad because she did not 
know what to do. She thought for a long time and did not sleep. Then 
she had an idea. She went to her library to find out about how to make 
a star better. In a book she found some directions about flying, but the 
paper was ripped and there was a page missing. It was a big problem, 
but she kept on trying to find out because Shill was very sick.

The next day she went out for a walk on the moon and she found some-
thing shiny lying on the ground.

"Oh!" she said. " What is that?"

It was the secret page that she had lost. She went back to the castle. 
The information on the page told her where to find a shiny blue magic 
diamond that would help Shill. The diamond's magic power was to 
make stars better. She took the magic diamond to show Shill. When 
Shill saw the diamond it made her better straight away.

The Moon Princess took Shill and put her back in the sky.

"Thank you!" said Shill.

"Good bye, my shiny little star," said the Moon Princess.

Every night Shill shines happily for the Moon Princess. 

About me: I come from South Korea. I am in Grade 2, and I am 9 years 
old. I have been in Japan for two years.  There are four people in my 
family. My hobbies are gymnastics and soccer.  My favorite food is 
cheese and tomato spaghetti. I came to ISSH last year.
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Halloween Stew
By Lilo, Grade 3

On Friday the 13th it was Halloween in Basel, Switzerland. 
Three best friends decided to go trick-or-treating in their 
neighborhood. They all got dressed up as witches and they 
went knocking on doors.

They went up a big dark, dark hill towards the only house. It 
looked creepy and old. The girls had never seen who lived 
there. They felt scared and afraid, but they still went and 
knocked on the door.

The door opened with a creak 'IIIIIIIII' and an old lady with 
bushy eyebrows, a big nose and giant warts on her nose and 
chin stood before them.
 "Hello girls. Come in and I will give you a nice treat!" 
said the old woman.
 "Noooooo!" screamed the girls and they ran away.

The old lady got very angry and slammed the door behind 
her. She stomped up the stairs to her magic ball room. She 
asked her magic ball what the girls’ names were and which 
school they went to.
 "Their names are Anna, Emma and Lu," said the magic 
ball. "And they all go to ISSH."

The witch made a magic potion to make herself invisible. 
She flew to the roof of ISSH and waited for the girls to come.

The lunch recess bell rang and Anna, Emma and Lu were the 
first to come out. The witch cast her spell and caught the girls 
in a magic invisible ball. She took them back to her house and 
locked them in a cage. She wanted to cook her favorite soup, 
CHILDREN NOODLE SOUP!

But Lu had a sharp 
hair clip and she 
opened the lock with it 
when the witch went 
out of the kitchen to 
get something. The 
girls waited until the 
witch came back into 
the kitchen and then 
they pushed her into 
the big pot of soup. 
The girls used the 
witch’s broom to fly 
back to school. They 
were safe!

About me: My name is Lilo and I come from Munich in Germany. I am 
eight years old and my birthday is in May. I have been in Tokyo nearly 
one year. I like living here because I have lots of friends. Near my 
house there is a good park where I see lots of people. Japanese people 
care about nature and I like that because I care a lot about nature, too.
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The Easter Egg Hunt
By Evelina, Grade 3

Hi, today I am going to tell you a story about The Easter Egg 
Hunt. OK, lets start from the beginning....

Once upon a time, there was a girl named Anna. She lived with 
her mom Ebba, her dad Kiades, her sister Elsa and her brother 
Ame. 

One day, Anna came home so happy that she could not talk. 
She yelled out to Elsa, "I AM GOING ON AN EASTER EGG 
HUNT WITH MY CLASS TOMORROW!!!"

Then she ran into the living room and yelled the same thing to 
her mom, dad and Ame. 
 "Oh. That sounds like fun," her mom said. "I hope you 
find something."
 "Me too," said Anna and she was out of breath.
 "Time to go to sleep Anna,"  said Anna's mom two hours 
later. 
 "OK," said Anna and went to bed.

The next day Anna woke up. She ran down the stairs and saw 
her mom sitting with a cup of tea in her hand. 
 "Anna, you are up early," she said. "Here is your break-
fast."
 "When is it school time?" asked Anna.
 "In one hour," said mom.

 "OK," said Anna. "Well, then I'll get ready."
 "Good!" said Anna's mom.

Anna ate her breakfast, she brushed her teeth, she brushed 
her hair, she got changed, she packed her backpack and then 
she asked her mom..."When is it school time?"
 "In 25 minutes," said her mom.
 "Oh bad," said Anna. "Then I'll play with the Lego."

Twenty five minutes later Anna's mom said "Time to go!"
 "Yipppeee!!" screamed Anna. "Elsa, Ame ...time to go."
 "Just in time," said Elsa.
 "Right and correct," said Ame.

They walked down the street, they crossed the road and they 
were at the school. Anna ran into her classroom and asked her 
teacher, "Are we going on the Easter Egg Hunt yet?" "Not be-
fore everyone has come," said the teacher.

Anna walked over to her desk, She saw and heard many kids 
asking the same question as her. Finally, the last kid came into 
the classroom.
 "Now we are going on our Easter Egg Hunt," said the 
teacher.
 "Yaaaay!!!" yelled the kids.

They all walked down the hill, they crossed a road and they 
were there. All the kids got a clue and they started searching. 
Anna's clue was "a tree." She counted the trees; there were 15 
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trees. She looked around 10 of them and then she found an 
egg. She told her teacher. 
 "You can play for the left over minutes," said the 
teacher
 "OK," said Anna, and she started playing.

After school she ran home with the egg. She showed the egg 
to Elsa, Ame, mom and dad. As she was holding the egg it 
started to wiggle and suddenly it cracked open.
 "It's a crocodile?!!" said Anna
 "Wow," said Ame. "Why did you bring home a croco-
dile?"
 "We'll have to bring it back," said Elsa.
 "Of course we will bring it back," said mom.
 "Can we keep it?" said Anna
 "No, we can't keep it," said dad. "It will grow too big."

The next day, Anna and her dad took the baby crocodile to 
the zoo. Then Anna went back to the trees where they had 
the Easter Egg Hunt and found the chocolate egg that was 
still there.

"Yummy!!" said Anna. "I loooove chocolate eggs...not croco-
dile eggs! Even if there is a cute crocodile in it."

About me: My name is Evelina and I come from Sweden. I am nine years old. I 
have been in Tokyo for nearly one year. I love living here because I have so 
many friends here. There is also so much to do and to have fun and I like this 
school. On the weekends I like playing with my friends, having picnics and go-
ing to the park. I also like to be at home.



24

How I Broke My Arm
By June, Grade 5

I have broken my arm twice in the same place. The first time I broke 
my arm, I was  competing on the hurdles in my previous school. How-
ever, this time, I was playing with my friend, Ibuki, in my house. 

Ibuki and I met in kindergarten when we were three and we have been 
friends since then. My parents and Ibuki’s parents had arranged a slee-
pover for us. We were playing some games we invented in my living 
room. We were playing a game called “Bar lava game.” 

I was really excited about the game. I was really excited to have a slee-
pover too. Luckily, Ibuki had asked me to go to the cooking academy 
with her the day after the sleepover. I was very excited that I got in-
vited by my friend. But then on our last game, which was called “Kick 
the bar,” I broke my arm and my day turned into a very gloomy day. 

How you play it is really simple. You have to kick and touch the bar 
which is the massage roller. Because I was so excited, I tried to do a 
high kick. I kicked high and I wanted to be really cool about it. On the 
fifth kick, my sister, Janice, was holding the bar. I was under pressure 
so I turned, jumped, and fell onto the carpet of our living room. 

I couldn’t even cry because I was really embarrassed that Ibuki’s en-
tire family was staring at me. I sprawled in the middle of the living 
room. I felt the awkward atmosphere. About two minutes later, I stood 
up and I could feel the tears in my eyes. I regretted playing the game 
so much. My mom wasn’t sure if I had broken my arm, but we could 
see that my arm was swollen. It was a really tricky situation because 
the next day was a national holiday, which meant that I couldn’t go to 
the regular orthopedic surgeries.

At midnight, I went to the emer-
gency room with my mom and 
Janice. To protect my arm while go-
ing to the hospital, my mom and 
Janice wrapped my wrist with a 
magazine and put a handkerchief 
around my neck like a cast. I was 
very nervous going to the E.R. for 
many different reasons. The biggest 
reason was because the doctor 
might have to do an operation on 
my wrist. Fortunately, I didn’t need 
an operation because the break 
wasn’t too complicated. However, 
the orthopedist said that if my bone 
didn’t stick together after a few 
weeks, I would have to have an op-

eration. First though, I had to get a shot which went into the bone. I 
was terrified. It was agony. After the shot, the orthopedist got busy and 
didn’t call us back for a long time. The hospital smelled like medicine 
and I felt sick and dizzy. When we came home from the hospital, it was 
already 4 am but it felt like I came back to heaven.

Because of this incident, I couldn’t have a sleepover with Ibuki and I 
couldn’t go to the cooking class either. Plus, I got a hard cast put on my 
arm. I learned that getting overwhelmed might accidentally hurt peo-
ple. Since my mom had to wrap my cast with a plastic bag when I had 
to shower, and my sister had to carry things for me, I want to thank my 
mom and Janice for taking care of me for two months. Next time, I’ll 
avoid breaking my arm by learning a sport so that I can roll and fall 
with my whole body and get fewer injuries.

About me: Hello everybody! My name is June and I am in 5D. I’m from Korea and 
I came to ISSH in August 2014. I laugh randomly a lot especially when I’m in Eng-
lish or Math. 

http://school.discoveryeducation.com/clipart/images/b-carefl.gif
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The Red Computer
By Youki, Grade 1

Once upon a time there was a dragon princess named Heldi. She 
was a very magnificent princess because she did Raz-Kids every 
day. She was on level Z and she was so smart that she was a 
teacher.

One day she decided to be even cleverer, but a robber came and 
took her computer so she couldn't do her work. When she saw 
nothing on her desk she was really sad but she decided to go on 
an adventure. She looked under her table, under her bunk bed 
and under her sofa, but her computer wasn't there. She thought 
she needed a clue, but she couldn't find anything more.

When she was looking at the sky, a big beautiful crow flew by and 
she decided to ride the crow to look for her computer. She whis-
tled to call the crow over to her and then she climbed on its back. 
They flew into the sky and looked around the town searching for 
the red computer.

 At the back of her neighbor's home she saw something that 
looked like her computer.  She was scared because she thought it 
may be a monster, but she decided to go for it. As she got closer 
she saw it was not a monster but the robber. He was doing Raz-
Kids too!

When the robber saw Heldi on the crow he was scared. He asked 
her if he could use her computer, too. Heldi thought about it and 
said he could borrow it when she wasn't using it. He was so 
happy to hear that.

About me: My name is Youki and my birthday is in March. 
My dad was born in the Philippines and my mom is Japa-
nese. On the weekends I like to sing karaoke in English. I 
like songs by Michael Jackson. My favorite song by him is 
called "Man in the Mirror."
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Letter to Me 10 Years Later
By Surina, Grade 5

Dear Surina ten years later,

I am writing to the 21-year-old Surina because I am going to put this letter in a time 
capsule. I hope you can reflect on when you were in 5th grade while reading my let-
ter! Let’s start!                                                                                                                                             

I am really enjoying my life, and socializing with many 
different people. I will tell you what I am doing, because 
you might have forgotten. As you know, in 2015, I am 11 
years old and in 5th grade at ISSH, Tokyo, Japan. Before 
I’m going to tell you about my daily schedule, I will tell 
you about my extraordinary school, ISSH. I love ISSH 
because I can meet lots of people that are from different 
countries, and I can learn more about them! Also, I can 
take different lessons each day like: Social Studies, Math, 
English, ESL, Science, Music, ICT, Option, Drama, Home 
Economics, and many more. 

Now, let me tell you about my daily schedule. On a school 
day, I usually wake up around 6:45 to 6:55. Then I go to 
school in my uniform between 7:50 and 8:00. After period 
8, at 3:30pm, school finishes. Sometimes, after that I go to after-school activities 
like piano, choir, calligraphy, art, and mother tongue lessons (Korean). Then I have 
to go home and work on my homework. I eat dinner between 6:00 and 7:00, and go 
to sleep between 9:00 to 10:30. Therefore, I think I have a sufficient amount of 
work to do in a day. In the future, am I going to be a lot busier or less busy than 
now? I hope I can be a little relaxed than having so many things going on!

I hope I will have helpful neighbors and people around me, (I have lots of neighbors 
and friends now but…) because I wouldn’t want to be alone all the time. I hope I 
can find many friends that are good at listening to others, have flexible minds and 
are caring.

So, am I going to live with my parents in my dream house? I hope I can have a 2 
floored house with dog(s). I don’t mind where that house is going to be. If I were to 

have that kind of house, I really have to get lots of money! If I can live with my par-
ents, I wouldn’t be alone and have dinner with them. However, I wouldn’t want to 
hear my parents saying, “Brush your teeth! What did you do today? How much 
homework do you have?” Still, I will enjoy my daily life! ^^

Now, I am going to talk about technology, and the environment. Since technology is 
changing and improving, and there’s many plans for the future, I wonder if we will 
have flying cars and robots instead of cars and people? As well as that, have you got 
iPhone 22 and Windows 22? I wonder if they still  exist. Obviously, the technology 
has improved, but in the future, we might think that today’s electronics are heavy 

and slow compared to the future electronics, because we 
are still improving at technology.
 
Also, what is the earth and the environment like? Are we 
still having problems like pollution and global warming? 
I hope it isn’t worse than 2015… Perhaps people are not 
looking forward to the future because we have destroyed 
the Earth too much. That will be a huge problem for us.

I wonder where I'm going to be living when I'm 21 years 
old, America, Korea or Japan? And will I be working and 
learning the things that I’m interested in. However, the 
most important thing is that I will enjoy my life and will 
always be thankful. I am thankful for my parents who 
brought me into this world, thankful for all the teachers 

and students who helped me get used to this school, and all the people that worked 
hard for others and the future. 

Sincerely yours,

Surina

About me: Hello! My name is Surina, and I am 11 years old. I come from Korea, but have both 
American and Korean passports because of my parents. I came to Japan in June 2013, and came 
to ISSH in August. I was really worried and shy, because I was really bad at English. However, 
my friends and teachers helped me, so I got used to this school. I was impressed how I got better at 
many things like English, socializing, being respectful, and asking fewer questions (I’m still work-
ing on this one!) I was born 2 months early, so I was tiny and small. My weight was 888 grams, so 
the doctor thought I might be lucky if I was Chinese (8 is good for Chinese). My old school was the 
French school in Korea. Therefore, I can speak 4 languages which are: Korean, English, French 
(which I forgot a lot), and Japanese, but I can’t write or read. 

http://www.mydochub.com/news/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/the-future-next-exit-sign.jpg
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Liely and the Mean Girl
By Yuu, Grade 1

One day there was a girl named Liely and she was a super-
hero. Her power was that she could tell when people were ly-
ing and then she told the truth. She liked to wear a bright yel-
low skirt with a top part that was light blue. She had long, rain-
bow colored hair held back with a clip.

One day she went to school and she heard someone lying. The 
girl called Vanesany, was saying that she had a thing that does 
everything she wanted. Liely said it was not true. Vanesany be-
came angry and went to the classroom.

At lunchtime, Vanesany tried to play a trick on Liely. She put 
some slippery oil on the floor so that Liely would slip on it.  
Maria, Liely's best friend heard the mean girl speaking to her 
friends. Maria told Liely what was going to happen, so Liely 
did not slip when she walked in.

When Liely went back to the classroom, she saw Vanesany 
holding a juice next to a girl with a class computer. Vanesany 
spilled the juice onto the computer and it broke. When the 
teacher came into the class she saw juice on the computer and 
she said "Oh my! Who spilled the juice on the computer?"

About me: My name is Yuu. At home I speak Portuguese and 
Japanese. I have a little sister in Kindergarten.
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       Magic Pebble
  By Yuseon, Grade 5

Do you know what day May 21st is? It’s Pella 
Pebbleton's birthday! Every year, her 
grandma visits and gives her unique pre-
sents. This year, grandma gave her a small 
green pebble and told her to keep it a secret. 
Pella thought it was just a normal pebble, so 
she left it on her desk. One day, the pebble 
started to glisten which made Pella jump 
with shock! It was too bright for her to keep 
her eyes open, so she closed her eyes. Pella 
wasn’t expecting this to happen. 

When she opened her eyes again, she was lying down on something soft and 
smooth. She got up and she realized that she was in the middle of a green grass 
field with different colors of flowers and wild animals such as bunnies and deer. 
One of the bunnies walked over to Pella. The bunny started to talk, “Hi! Nice to 
meet you! I am Bella from the South of this kingdom.” Then, Bella picked up some-
thing and handed it to Pella. It was the green pebble that had brought her here! 
Pella was so shocked that a bunny could talk! “H..Hi. M..My name is Pella. N..Nice 
to meet you. W..Where am I?” Pella said nervously. Bella answered, “This is Pe-
magic Kingdom. All living creatures are able to talk. In this kingdom, you do not 
die. EVER!” Pella became so interested in the new place that she forgot the idea of 
going back to her house in New York City and toured the kingdom with Bella. 

One day, when Pella was in the forest eating lunch with Bella, she soon remem-
bered her home, her family and her friends and she missed those things so much. 
Pella asked Bella if she knew how to go back to her house. Unfortunately, Bella 
didn’t have the answer. A little later, the pebble started to glisten after Bella had 
given Pella a four leaf clover as a gift. 

When Pella opened her eyes, she was lying on her bed! She thought it was a dream, 
but she was holding something in her hand. There was the four leaf clover that 
Bella, the bunny, had given her. When she thought deeper about the kingdom and 
the pebble, she was very curious why her grandma had given her a magic pebble 
and why she said to keep it a secret. 

So the next day, Pella called her grandma. Then, grandma told Pella a story. “I am 
Bella, the bunny that you met yesterday. I gave you that pebble, because your 
grandpa knew that you will have a good time there and he wanted to show you the 
kingdom when you became older. But sadly, he passed away because of a disease 
when you were 5 years old. I asked the magical trading man to give me the pebble 
for 500 pounds of gold coins so I could show you the Pemagic Kingdom. So we 
traded, but, I knew that trading goods with the magical trading man is illegal. The 
witch of the kingdom found out what I had done, so she turned me into a rabbit. I 
asked you to keep it as a secret, because your parents know about the kingdom. 
They were born there, but they think Pemagic Kingdom is dangerous ever since the 
evil witch, Evoline, almost destroyed the kingdom. They don’t know that Evoline 
was killed last year by a man called, “Bringston Brave.” “Let’s meet in the green 
grass field again next week,” Grandma said. Suddenly, tears started to fill Pella’s 
eyes. Pella thought of her grandpa and how grandma tried to show her the king-
dom and spent 500 pounds of gold coins just for Pella! Pella replied, “Okay…”

A week later, Pella heard very bad news. Her loving, caring and kind grandma 
passed away. She cried every day and remembered the promise that she kept with 
her grandma. Even though Pella’s grandma passed away, Pella always thought of 
her grandma and her grandpa. After that, she used the pebble as a decoration at 
the funeral of her grandma and a 4 leaf clover for grandpa. That’s because she re-
membered her grandma, or Bella, telling her that no one dies in that kingdom.  So 
Pella put the pebble on the tomb, so that her grandma could visit the kingdom 
whenever she wanted. And she put the clover on her grandpa’s tomb, because it 
means, ‘lucky.’ Since, Pella’s grandparents passed away, there was no one who was 
going to celebrate her birthday, because both of her parents work and come home 
at midnight. 

On January 3rd, the next year, it was a very special day! It wasn’t Pella’s birthday 
or mom’s and dad’s birthday. It was Pella’s new baby sister’s birthday! Her parents 
named her, ‘Ella.’ Since the baby was born, Pella’s mom decided to stop working so 
she could look after Pella and Ella. Now, there were at least 3 other people who can 
celebrate Pella’s birthday!

About me: My name is Yuseon. I am from Korea. I came to ISSH on January 8th, 2013. I 
think I am positive, funny, cheerful and playful. Something interesting about me is that I 
can make people laugh, by making up jokes.
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The Four Princesses
By Seoyoon, Grade 2

Once upon a time there was a big castle and inside the castle 
there were four princesses, a queen and a king. The princesses 
were playing in their play room. Their mother, the queen, said, 
""I will go shopping to get some fruit."

The queen went to the shop, but there were so many people 
that she went home. "Where is the fruit?" asked the prin-
cesses.
"I didn't buy any fruit because there were too many people," 
said the queen. "But we are hungry," said the princesses. "I 
will give you the fruit tomorrow," said the queen.

The next morning, the princesses woke up early and went to 
their play room. They were still very hungry. The king and the 
queen were still asleep so the girls decided to go out to the 
shop quickly and buy some fruit. They used their own money. 
They bought 6 green melons, 5 red apples and 4 peaches. 

They took the fruit back to the castle kitchen and sliced it. To-
gether they had a delicious breakfast. When the king and 
queen woke up they came to the kitchen and they saw some of 
the fruit left in the plate. They ate them and they felt happy 
too.

About me: My name is Seoyoon and I come from South 
Korea. I am nine years old. I like to play games with my 
Dad. On the weekend I like to rest at my house. My favor-
ite food is popping shower ice cream because it has va-
nilla and mint flavors with popping things inside.
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The Superhero
By Mila, Grade 1

Once upon a time there was a girl named Maria. She was a super-
hero and her power was that she could hear everything from far 
away. She had long rainbow hair in two braids.  She liked to 
wear a long blue skirt with a moon belt and purple shoes with a 
moon and star.

One day Maria heard people calling for help because their house 
was on fire. They were stuck in the house and couldn't get out be-
cause the door was locked.  Maria flew over to the house and 
opened the door from the outside, and also pulled some of the 
people from the window. All the people were safe. 

Maria went home and found her sister crying because her toy 
was broken. Maria helped her sister and fixed her toy. Her sister 
was very happy. Everyone was very happy.

About me: I was born in New York and then we moved to Japan when I 
was little. I have a dog and his name is Zetton and I like to play with 
him. He is a Schnauzer and he is eight years old. My favorite food is fish, 
pizza and nori. My favorite song is "Shake it Off."


