
The Wild Robot
Peter Brown

Roz	the	robot	discovers	that	she	is	alone	

on	a	remote,	wild	island	with	no	memory	

of	where	she	is	from	or	why	she	is	there,	

and	her	only	hope	of	survival	is	to	try	to	

learn	about	her	new	environment	from	

the	island's	hostile	inhabitants.



Paper Wishes
Lois Sepahban

Near	the	start	of	World	War	II,	young	Manami,	

her	parents,	and	Grandfather	are	evacuated	

from	their	home	and	sent	to	Manzanar,	an	

ugly,	dreary	internment	camp	in	the	desert	for	

Japanese-American	citizens.I ncludes

bibliographical references



The Vanishing Coin
Kate Egan

So	far,	fourth	grade	is	not	the	fresh	start	Mike	wanted.	Despite	

new	“strategies,”	he	still	cannot	sit	quietly	in	class.	Worse,	he	now	

spends	every	afternoon	with	Nora,	his	academically	gifted	new	

neighbor,	from	whom	he	couldn’t	be	more	different.	Whereas	

Nora	succeeds	at	everything,	Mike	feels	like	he’s	a	constant	failure.	

That	is,	until	they	stumble	on	a	strange	magic	store,	and	the	owner	

teaches	Mike—and	only	Mike—a	magic	trick.	Soon	he’s	hooked	

and	practicing	all	kinds	of	tricks	to	impress	his	friends	and	

confound	the	class	bully.	Yet	he	wonders	if	all	the	magic	in	the	

shop	is	just	an	illusion.	Could	some	of	it	be	real?	The	slightly	older	

protagonist,	ample	line	spacing,	cartoon	illustrations,	and	

accessible	vocabulary	make	this	a	good	choice	for	middle-grade	

students	reading	slightly	below	grade	level.	And	if	the	quick	pace,	

well-developed	characters,	and	humor-laced	story	aren’t	enough,	

Lane,	a	magician	himself,	and	Egan	include	instructions	for	four	

simple	tricks.	A	solid	new	series	for	school	and	public-library	

collections.	Booklist



Hamster Princess: Harriet the Invincible 
Ursula Vernon

Never	a	conventional	princess,	Harriet	

becomes	an	adventurer	after	learning	she	is	

cursed	to	fall	into	a	deep	sleep	on	her	twelfth	

birthday,	but	after	two	years	of	slaying	ogres,	

cliff-diving,	and	more	with	her	riding	quail,	

Mumfrey,	things	go	awry	at	home	and	she	

must	seek	a	prince	to	set	things	right.



Crenshaw
Katherine Applegate

In	her	first	novel	since	the	Newbery-winning	The	One	and	Only	

Ivan	(HarperCollins,	2012),	Applegate	tells	the	story	of	a	10-year-

old	boy	whose	imaginary	friend	helps	him	cope	with	a	family	crisis.	

Jackson,	his	parents,	and	his	five-year-old	sister	once	again	are	

staring	down	the	barrel	of	an	impending	eviction	notice.	What	

frustrates	Jackson	isn't	just	the	lack	of	money:	it's	his	artistically	

minded	parents'	tendency	to	gloss	over	their	woes	with	humor	

and	cheer	rather	than	acknowledging	the	reality	of	their	situation.	

It's	understandably	a	shock	to	Jackson	when	an	old	friend	

reappears:	Crenshaw,	a	seven-foot-tall	talking	cat,	who	first	came	

into	his	life	several	years	ago	when	the	boy	and	his	family	were	

living	out	of	their	car	shortly	after	his	father	was	diagnosed	with	

multiple	sclerosis.	Skeptical	Jackson	tries	to	dismiss	Crenshaw	as	a	

figment	of	his	imagination,	but	the	cat's	words	of	wisdom	start	to	

resonate	with	him.	Employing	sparse	but	elegant	prose,	Applegate	

has	crafted	an	authentic	protagonist	whose	self-possession	and	

maturity	conceal	relatable	vulnerability	and	fears.	While	sardonic	

Crenshaw	may	not	be	the	warm	and	cuddly	imaginary	friend	

readers	are	expecting,	he's	the	companion	that	Jackson	truly	

needs	as	he	begins	to	realize	that	he	doesn't	need	to	carry	the	

weight	of	the	world	upon	his	shoulders.	Though	the	ending	wraps	

up	a	shade	too	neatly,	overall,	children	will	appreciate	this	

heartbreaking	novel.	VERDICT	A	compelling	and	unflinchingly	

honest	treatment	of	a	difficult	topic.	SLJ



The Diamond Mystery#1(The Whodunit 
Detective agency)
Martin Widmark

Somebody	is	stealing	diamonds	from	the	

jeweler	Mohammed	Carat!	It	looks	like	the	

culprit	is	someone	on	his	staff,	but	who?	Is	it	

Luke	Smith,	the	recently	hired	fitness	fanatic	

with	a	taste	for	the	finer	things	in	life?	It	surely	

can’t	be	Vivian	Leander,	the	loyal	shop	

assistant	who	is	now	short	of	money	.	.	.	The	

police	in	the	little	town	of	Valleby are	stuck,	so	

they	contact	young	detectives	Jerry	and	Maya,	

classmates	who	run	their	own	detective	

agency.	Will	Jerry	and	Maya	be	able	to	use	

their	detective	skills	to	find	the	thief?	As	they	

well	know,	even	a	tiny	clue	is	worth	its	weight	

in	gol



The Nest
Kenneth Oppel

Steve	has	always	been	a	worrier,	but	since	his	brother	was	born	he's	

become	even	more	anxious.	When	Steve	starts	having	dreams	about	

otherworldly	wasps,	he	takes	comfort	in	their	message	that	everything	

will	be	okay.	But	the	more	he	learns	about	their	plan	to	"fix"	the	baby's	

congenital	condition,	the	more	he's	conflicted.	The	tension	and	unease	

grow	as	Steve	begins	to	wonder	if	the	wasps	are	real	or	imagined.	The	

story	comes	to	a	climactic	end	that	is	cathartic	and	comforting.	Set	in	a	

modern-day	suburb,	this	quiet	yet	emotionally	haunting	book	

thoughtfully	explores	themes	of	safety,	anxiety,	and	the	beauty	of	the	

imperfect.	Klassen's	black-and-white	graphite	illustrations	complement	

the	sensitive	and	powerful	narrative,	written	in	first	person	from	Steve's	

perspective.	The	images	have	a	retro,	printmaker	feel	and	never	reveal	the	

entire	picture,	leaving	much	to	the	imagination-what	is	hidden	in	the	

unknown?	Is	it	something	bad	or	good?	How	can	you	know?	The	

characters	are	believable	and	strongly	developed,	especially	Steve,	who	

deals	with	anxiety	and	possibly	obsessive	compulsive	disorder.	Scientific	

information	on	the	life	cycle,	anatomy,	and	behaviors	of	wasps	is	woven	in	

a	way	that	furthers	the	plot.	VERDICT	This	affecting	middle	grade	

psychological	thriller	is	recommended	as	a	first	purchase	for	libraries	



The Road to Ratenburg
Joy Cowley

A	Family	of	rats	is	forced	to	leave	their	home,	

so	sets	out	to	find	the	fabled	city	of	

Ratenburg.	Along	the	way	they	outwit	vicious	

dogs,	tricky	rat	traps,	and	sharp-beaked	

hawks,	and	make	some	very	dangerous	

crossings.	The	rat	family’s	adventures	test	

their	character	and	grow	bonds	between	

sisters	and	brothers,	father	and	uncle,	mum	

and	dad.



Gabby Duran and the unsittables
Elise Allen & Daryle Conners

Gabby	works	hard	as	a	babysitter,	earning	money	to	help	her	

mother	support	their	family.	She	plays	the	French	Horn	and	

desires	to	attend	a	prestigious	music	college	in	the	future.	Her	skill	

with	children	has	led	to	jobs	working	with	movie	stars	as	well	as	

neighbors.	But	none	of	her	previous	babysitting	experiences	have	

completely	prepared	her	for	what	comes	her	way	when	an	old	

woman	offers	Gabby	a	job	she	can't	refuse.	With	her	dream	of	

attending	the	expensive	music	school	squarely	in	mind,	the	

compassionate	tween	accepts	the	assignment	to	babysit	the	

"unsittable."	These	alien	children	bring	more	excitement	and	

secrets	into	Gabby's	life	than	she	is	prepared	to	handle.	Since	the	

work	is	highly	secretive	and	can	come	at	any	time,	Gabby	has	to	

decide	if	she	is	really	willing	to	do	what	it	takes	to	care	for	and	

protect	these	children,	possibly	at	the	cost	of	her	own	friendships	

and	music.	An	entertaining	look	at	the	possibilities	inherent	in	

alien	life	on	earth,	Gabby's	adventures	will	enthrall	readers	eager	

to	explore	a	world	of	surprises	and	secrets.	VERDICT	The	

humorous	details	and	quick	plot	make	this	a	fun	book	for	reluctant	

and	avid	readers	alike.SLJ



Masterminds
Gordon Korman

A	group	of	kids	discovers	they	were	cloned	

from	the	DNA	of	some	of	the	greatest	criminal	

masterminds	in	history	for	a	sociological	

experiment



Dear Mrs.Naidu
Mathangi Subramanian

Twelve-year-old	Sarojini’s best	friend,	Amir,	might	not	be	her	best	friend	

any	more.	Ever	since	Amir	moved	out	of	the	slum	and	started	going	to	a	

posh	private	school,	it	seems	like	he	and	Sarojini have	nothing	in	

common.	Then	Sarojini finds	out	about	the	Right	to	Education,	a	law	

that	might	help	her	get	a	free	seat	at	Amir’s	school	– or,	better	yet,	

convince	him	to	come	back	to	a	new	and	improved	version	of	the	

government	school	they	went	to	together.	As	she	struggles	to	keep	her	

best	friend,	Sarojini gets	help	from	some	unexpected	characters,	

including	Deepti,	a	feisty

classmate	who	lives	at	a	construction	site;	Vimala Madam,	a	human	

rights	lawyer	who	might	also	be	an	evil	genius;	and

Mrs.	Sarojini Naidu,	a	long-dead	freedom	fighter	who	becomes	

Sarojini’s secret	pen	pal.	Told	through	letters	to	Mrs.	Naidu,

this	is	the	story	of	how	Sarojini learns	to	fight	– for	her	friendship,	her	

family,	and	her	future.



Diamonds and Daggers
Elen Caldecott

Meet	Piotr,	Minnie,	Andrew,	Flora	and	Sylvia	- true	

friends	and	even	better	mystery-solvers!	Hollywood	

sensation,	Betty	Massino,	has	come	to	star	in	the	

theatre	down	the	road	and	Piotr	and	his	friends	

Andrew	and	Minnie	couldn't	be	more	excited!	But	

when	the	famous	actress's	hugely	expensive	

diamond	necklace	goes	missing,	Piotr's	dad,	a	

security	guard	at	the	theatre,	is	a	prime	suspect.	

Soon,	Piotr	faces	the	very	real	threat	of	being	sent	

'home'	to	Poland.	With	the	help	of	Sylvie	and	her	

twin	sister	Flora,	can	Piotr,	Andrew	and	Minnie	solve	

the	crime	or	will	they	lose	Piotr	forever?	The	first	in	

a	fantastic	new	series	filled	with	friendship,	

adventure	and	mystery!	Perfect	for	fans	of	Lauren	St	

John,	this	is	THE	new	mystery	adventure	series	by	

Waterstones	Book	Prize	shortlisted	author	Elen

Caldecott.



The Night Parade
Katryn Tanqaury

During	summer	vacation	thirteen-year-old	Saki	

Yamamoto	unintentionally	invokes	a	death	

curse	at	her	old	family	graveyard	and	now	she	

must	enter	the	dangerous	spirit	world	of	the	

Night	Parade	where	three	different	guides	will	

see	if	she	can	perform	the	deeds	that	will	allow	

her	to	overcome	the	curse.



Book Scavenger
Jennifer Chambliss Bertman

For	twelve-year-old	Emily,	the	best	thing	about	moving	to	

San	Francisco	is	that	it's	the	home	city	of	her	literary	idol:	

Garrison	Griswold,	book	publisher	and	creator	of	the	online	

sensation	Book	Scavenger	(a	game	where	books	are	hidden	

in	cities	all	over	the	country	and	clues	to	find	them	are	

revealed	through	puzzles).	Upon	her	arrival,	however,	Emily	

learns	that	Griswold	has	been	attacked	and	is	now	in	a	

coma,	and	no	one	knows	anything	about	the	epic	new	game	

he	had	been	poised	to	launch.	Then	Emily	and	her	new	

friend	James	discover	an	odd	book,	which	they	come	to	

believe	is	from	Griswold	himself,	and	might	contain	the	only	

copy	of	his	mysterious	new	game.		Racing	against	time,	

Emily	and	James	rush	from	clue	to	clue,	desperate	to	figure	

out	the	secret	at	the	heart	of	Griswold's	new	game―before	

those	who	attacked	Griswold	come	after	them	too.



The Jumbies
Tracy Baptiste

Corinne	La	Mer is	a	brave	11-year-old	growing	up	on	a	Caribbean	

island.	On	All	Hallow’s Eve,	when	a	pair	of	troublemaking	brothers	tie	

her	deceased	mother’s	prized	necklace	to	a	wild	animal,	Corinne	

chases	the	animal	into	the	forest	to	retrieve	it.	However,	this	is	no	

ordinary	forest:	It’s	known	for	being	the	abode	of	“jumbies,”	

creatures	“hidden	in	the	shadows,	always	waiting	for	their	moment	

to	attack.”	Though	Corinne	doesn’t	believe	in	them,	a	jumbie follows	

her	out	of	the	forest.	The	third-person	narration	tells	the	back	

story—in	bits	and	pieces—of	this	jumbie,	who	reveals	herself	to	be	

Corinne’s	mother’s	sister.	It’s	never	satisfactorily	explained	why	

Severine (as	Corinne’s	jumbie aunt	calls	herself)	seeks	out	her	niece,	

nearly	a	decade	after	her	sister’s	death.	In	order	to	fight	Severine—

who,	sympathetically,	only	wants	a	family	but	is	bent	on	turning	

humans	to	jumbies to	get	one—Corinne	must	rely	not	only	on	her	

own	strength,	but	that	of	newfound	friends.	The	novel	is	based	on	a	

Haitian	folk	tale,	according	to	the	author’s	note,	and	it’s	refreshing	to	

see	a	fantasy	with	its	roots	outside	Europe.	Baptiste	never	quite	

manages	to	control	the	story’s	pacing,	though,	and	certain	elements	

in	the	ending	feel	arbitrary.



Pax
Sara Pennypacker

Pax and	Peter	have	been	inseparable	ever	since	

Peter	rescued	him	as	a	kit.	But	one	day,	the	

unimaginable	happens:	Peter's	dad	enlists	in	the	

military	and	makes	him	return	the	fox	to	the	wild.

At	his	grandfather's	house,	three	hundred	miles	

away	from	home,	Peter	knows	he	isn't	where	he	

should	be—with	Pax.	He	strikes	out	on	his	own	

despite	the	encroaching	war,	spurred	by	love,	

loyalty,	and	grief,	to	be	reunited	with	his	fox.



Stella by Starlight
Sharon M. Draper

Stella	lives	in	the	segregated	South—in	

Bumblebee,	North	Carolina,	to	be	exact	about	

it.	Some	stores	she	can	go	into.	Some	stores	she	

can’t.	Some	folks	are	right	pleasant.	Others	are	

a	lot	less	so.	To	Stella,	it	sort	of	evens	out,	and	

heck,	the	Klan	hasn’t	bothered	them	for	years.	

But	one	late	night,	later	than	she	should	ever	be	

up,	much	less	wandering	around	outside,	Stella	

and	her	little	brother	see	something	they’re	

never	supposed	to	see,	something	that	is	the	

first	flicker	of	change	to	come,	unwelcome	

change	by	any	stretch	of	the	imagination.	As	

Stella’s	community—her	world—is	upended,	

she	decides	to	fight	fire	with	fire.	And	she	learns	

that	ashes	don’t	necessarily	signify	an	end.



The map to Everywhere
Ryan Carrie

To	Master	Thief	Fin,	an	orphan	from	the	murky	

pirate	world	of	the	Khaznot Quay,	the	Map	is	

the	key	to	finding	his	mother.	To	suburban	

schoolgirl	Marrill,	it's	her	only	way	home	after	

getting	stranded	on	the	Pirate	Stream,	the	

magical	waterway	that	connects	every	world	in	

creation.	With	the	help	of	a	bumbling	wizard	

and	his	crew,	they	must	scour	the	many	worlds	

of	the	Pirate	Stream	to	gather	the	pieces	of	the	

Map	to	Everywhere--but	they	aren't	the	only	

ones	looking.	A	sinister	figure	is	hot	on	their	tail,	

and	if	they	can't	beat	his	ghostly	ship	to	find	the	

Map,	it	could	mean	the	destruction	of	

everything	they	hold	dear!



The Turtle of Oman
Naomi Shihab Nye

An	enthusiastic	boy	from	Oman	has	serious	

misgivings	about	temporarily	moving	from	his	

homeland	to	Michigan.	Aref hates	saying	

goodbye	to	his	friends	and	worries	about	being	

a	new,	foreign	kid	at	an	American	public	school.	

Spanning	Aref’s final	week	in	Oman,	this	

sensitive	chronicle	perceptively	conveys	the	

feelings	and	fears	of	a	boy	about	to	leave	the	

known	and	face	the	unknown.A warm	and	

humorous	peek	at	the	profound	and	mundane	

details	of	moving	from	one	country	to	

another—a	perfect	pick	for	kids	on	the	move.	

(Fiction.	8-12)	Kirkus Review


